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Course Texts

The articles for this course are listed in Appendix A: Course Texts. Ilist them there not alphabetically, as
conventional citation practice dictates, but in the order in which we will likely read them. Most of these
texts are available on electronic reserve at www .lib.duke.edu/access/reserves. (When you access e-
reserves, you will find both books and articles on reserve; the articles are listed in all caps; the books are at
the library if you are interested in looking at any other portion of them than what I have selected for our
course readings.) The other readings are available through Duke Library databases, or via Blackboard, as
indicated in Appendix A.

Course Philosophy

Writing 20, the only course at Duke taken by all undergraduates, is a course in academic writing. The
course objectives, upheld by all professors of Writing 20 (see Appendix B for descriptions of each
objective) are:

1) Reading closely and critically for the purposes of scholarly analysis.
2) Responding to and making use of the work of others.

3) Drafting and revising texts.

4) Making written texts public.

Taken together, these goals make up the intellectual focus of our course. Writing 20 is designed to set the
pace for your college career. It will introduce you to the scholarly thinking, reading and writing skills you
will be expected to engage in throughout your studies. These skills will also take you into your roles as
workers in and citizens of your social communities.

Writing is, of course, a tool for communication. But writing effectively and powerfully also requires a
critical understanding of the “event” of writing: the historical context of the situation; the people involved;
how they position themselves in relation to one another; how they “read” and interact with one another;
what their motivations are; and how you, as the writer, perceive and analyze the situation and your role in
it. In this way, reading and writing are intimately tied together; the skills involved in reading an event are
much the same as those involved in writing about, and thus participating in an event. Of course, writing
goes one step further because it results in the creation of new public texts. In this course we will practice
this kind of rhetorical analysis of our own and others” writing, and we will see how such reading and
writing techniques are required of us as students and researchers, and also as members of our
communities.

Course Content
Our work in this course will focus on the complex relationship between the university and the general
public, and how that relationship gets “written” in the various interactions and entanglements between



the two groups. We will address questions like: How does the university see its own role in the creation
and dissemination of knowledge? How does the public view the university’s responsibility to its
students? What is at stake in these discussions about higher education? How do they impact the student,
the teacher, the university, and the public?

Course Structure

The writing assignments in this course build on one another, moving from fundamental analytic tasks to
more complex levels of research, analysis and argument. You will begin the semester with several short
writing assignments and exercises that are designed to allow you to practice various writing techniques.
These will lead up to the first major writing project about a particular aspect of liberal education and the
relationship between the public and the university that emerges from your reading and writing. Building
on the argumentation skills learned in project one, you move to a group research project where you will
examine the rhetorical interaction between various perspectives on a contemporary contested issue in
higher education. During the last half of the semester you will design and complete a research project of
your own.

Course Practices

We all become better and more critical writers when we share and critique each others’ texts, and much of
our class time will be devoted to discussing and analyzing our writing. You will learn how to respond
critically to your colleagues’ texts, and to more effectively read and critique your own writing. In addition
to other forms of peer critique, we will spend considerable class time engaged in seminar workshops of
every student’s writing. All students are required to submit at least one piece of writing to the seminar
workshop, and all class members will prepare written comments for each writer. Your participation in
these workshops is just as important as your own written work and will thus contribute significantly to
your final course grade.

Imbedded in the structure of this course is an emphasis on revision; as you learn from the critiques of your
writing you receive from your peers as well as from your critiques of others” writing, you will return to
your own writings to rethink and revise them, and to learn from and adapt them to later drafts and texts.

Course Assignments
The main writing assignments in this course will take the following forms:

Workshop Critiques (WCs) - For every workshop paper you will prepare a %2 page response to the
writer to be distributed in class the day of the workshop. I will use the following scale to evaluate
WCs: V+, V, V-, or & (not passing).

Workshop Responses (WRs) - After each workshop day I will ask you to reflect on what you have
learned about your own essay, and/or writing in general, from the workshop sessions. These will
be graded as pass/fail; you will receive a passing grade if you complete the assignment in a
thoughtful and timely manner.

Exercises (Exs) - At several points in the semester I will ask you to complete a short exercise designed
to allow you to work on a specific writing skill or technique, such as sentence structure variation
and writing introductions. These will also be graded as pass/fail and you will receive a passing
grade if you complete the assignments in a thoughtful and timely manner.

Short writings (SWs) - These writings are designed to help you practice the writing skills I described
above. We will work with SWs in class, so you must bring a hard copy to class on the day they are
due (which you will generally hand in to me at the end of class). I may ask you to post the
entirety, or a portion, of your SWs to the course website by 9pm of the day before they are due in
class, and to read your colleagues’ postings for the next class period. SWs will be graded using the
same scale as the WCs. Late work will be penalized and completion of all assignments will be a
factor in your final grade.




Major Projects (MPs) - There will be a total of three major projects. They will be done in stages: the
first draft will be read and critiqued by your peers. The second draft, due one week after the first
draft, will be turned in for my comments. You will receive a letter grade for your third draft,
which will be due two weeks after I have returned the second draft to you. Late second and third
drafts of MPs will be penalized, but late first drafts, that are peer critiqued, are simply not
accepted.

Peer Critiques (PCs) - You will complete formal peer critiques for your peer group for each major
project. You will give your critiques to the writers on peer critique day and each writer will turn in
the PCs they received from their peer group with the second draft of each major project. I will
evaluate the PCs with the same scale as the SWs. Under no circumstance will I accept late PCs. If
you do not have a complete draft for your peers, in addition to hurting your project grade, you
cannot participate in the peer critique process —and therefore will not receive a peer critique grade.

Major Revision - At the end of the semester you will substantially revise your first major writing
project. This revision will be accompanied by a detailed introductory cover letter.

You will also be required to give a formal presentation to the class based on your group’s research for the
second major project.

You are required to conference individually with me about a specific writing assignment at least twice
over the course of the semester; one of these will occur during Project III, and the other you must schedule
with me individually.

All written assignments must adhere to the following format requirements:

Heading: All written assignments must begin with your full name, your course and section number,
the assignment and number (and draft), and the due date.

Title: All written assignments (except for PCs which will be written in letter-format to the authors of
the texts) must be given an original title.

Page numbers: All written assignments longer than one page must be page numbered.

Page setup: Except for PCs, which will be single-spaced, all written assignments must be double-
spaced. All written assignments, including PCs, must use a common, readable, 11-12 point font,
and have one-inch margins.

You will post your workshop essay (as well as some of your other writings) to our blackboard site. When

you post your assignments to the course website, you must use the following formula:
lastname.assignment. (draft).doc

Here’s an example: “budhecha.SW1.doc” or “budhecha.MP1.d2.doc” (only MPs have drafts)

I'will give you more detailed instructions later for posting your writing on the course website.

All assignments that you prepare for public consumption, even first and second drafts, must be edited and
proofread. I will not accept any work that seems carelessly prepared.

You must keep all commented versions of your work, as well as an electronic copy of all drafts of all the
assignments for this course!

Course Grading Policy

Your final grade for this course will, naturally, be reflective of the quality of writing you produce, but it
will also reflect the quality of your participation in the work of the course. Thus, your thoughtful
responses to the texts, your critical readings of your peers’ texts, and your active participation in class
discussions will all greatly contribute to your final grade.

The percentage breakdown is as follows:
Final Drafts of MPs 40%



SWs, PCs and Presentation 20%

WCs, WRs, and Exs 15%
Major Revision and AP pair 15%
Quality of Class Involvement* 10%

* Class Involvement includes participation in class discussions, peer critique and seminar workshops, and
conferences, as well as your timely completion of all assignments.

Course Plagiarism Policy

To knowingly present someone else’s work as your own is to plagiarize. When you draw on, quote, or
respond to the work of others in your writing, you need to acknowledge that you are doing so. This is the
case whether your sources are published authors, fellow students, teachers, parents, or friends. (Go to
www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/ citing.htm for instructions on citation rules. Note: We will be using MLA
style citation in this course.) The penalty for plagiarism is failure of the course. (Go to
www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/plagiarism.htm for a more detailed definition of plagiarism.)

Course Absence and Tardy Policy

Though I expect you to attend every class session, there may be times you need to be absent. If you do
miss a class session it is your responsibility to learn what happened in class on the day you were absent
and to obtain any of the materials distributed that day. If you know in advance that you will miss a day
when an assignment is due, please let me know so we can arrange another due date.

The seminar-style nature of this course makes your presence in class imperative. Thus, your first three
(whether excused or unexcused) absences from class will not be penalized (unless it occurs on a peer
critique day). If you miss a scheduled conference with me, I will count it as an absence. Every absence
beyond the third will result in a one-step drop of your final course grade, for instance, from A- to B+. You
are permitted two late arrivals over the course of the semester. Every two late arrivals after the first two
will count as one class absence.

The Writing Studio

The Writing Studio’s central location is on the second floor of the Academic Advising Center on East
Campus; it has two satellite locations, one at Perkins Library and one at Lilly Library. (Go to

http:/ /uwp.aas.duke.edu/wstudio for more information.) You can go to the Writing Studio for free help
with drafting, revising, or editing any writing assignment you are doing for any course at Duke. The
professional writing consultants will work with you on a one-time basis, or they can help you with your
writing regularly throughout the term. I encourage you to visit the Studio - every writer, no matter how
experienced or inexperienced, needs readers, and the consultants at the Studio are good ones. Be sure to
take with you a copy of the assignment you are working on and any drafts with my or your colleagues’
comments.
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