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      Major Writing Project 3
Negotiating Religious Pluralism at Duke

Writing Project III will allow you to consider scholarly work on religious pluralism in relation to happenings here at Duke.  You will need to re-read and reconsider material that we have used in this course, and then connect central questions, claims or topics that have arisen to research that you conduct about Duke.  One way to “connect” central topics from this course with new research about Duke would be to consider these questions:

· In what ways do the claims that theologians have made about religious pluralism, supersessionism, or interreligious dialogue help you to explain or otherwise make sense of religious diversity/interaction/pluralism at Duke?

· In what ways does your new findings about one aspect of Duke’s religious life lead you to reconsider or reassess the more theoretical work of people such as Eck, Soulen, Wyschogrod, Sanders, Peters, Sacks, or others?

· What particular problems or promises of religious pluralism emerge only when you consider the published theological material together with local “texts” (interviews, publications, archives, etc) about pluralism at Duke?  That is, what in particular does looking to Duke do to or for the conversation about pluralism?

Please choose one of the following two options:

(A) Rethink, revision, and rewrite one or more earlier project by also attending to issues related to religious pluralism at Duke.  Much like your MWP1, the goal here will be to compose a connected and coherent project by rewriting earlier projects in light of new research.  Because you will incorporate earlier writings into this project, this version of MWP3 will be about 10-15 pages.  (I encourage students who are planning to submit to Deliberations to pursue this option, as that journal tends to privilege longer, more intricate writing projects.)

(B) Compose a new project primarily devoted to particular issues, problems and complexities related to religious pluralism at Duke.  You might draw on your earlier projects to frame/contextualize or help work through this project, but most of the project will make new a new claim or develop a new project about negotiating religious pluralism at Duke. This project should be about 6-8 pages.

The central goal of either project is to bring one or more broad questions about religious pluralism that we have been pursuing throughout this course to bear on one aspect of religious pluralism at Duke, and vice-versa.  (The difference is that, in the longer project, you can actually re-use past projects, while the shorter project should be largely new.) In either case, like your intertextual project, you will read published texts about religious diversity (ones that we have already read) and less public “texts” about religious diversity at Duke in light of one another.  Actually, this project will most likely be multi-textual (especially if you chose the longer option), as you work between various kinds of texts to develop an interesting project about religious pluralism.  

As with the last essay, write WPIII for someone who is not necessarily familiar with these academic discussions or with religious life at Duke.  You will therefore need to answer the “so what?” question in your essay.  Why are you claiming this?  Why does it matter?  For whom should it matter?  You may also need to spend time rehearsing relevant parts of the conversation about religious pluralism.  Don’t be concerned that I and your other readers are already familiar with the projects of Eck, Soulen, or others.  Write in a way that someone unfamiliar with them will be given enough background to make sense of how you are using (countering, forwarding, coming to terms with, taking the approach of ) their projects.

Due Dates: 
11/22: One page official proposal. (I will respond electronically over the Thanksgiving break)



12/1: Draft One



12/8: Draft Two



12/13 Final Draft, as collected in an edited anthology with your classmates
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